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is formed from intercellular substance, but believes that it arises directly 
from the protoplasm of the connective-tissue cells. He bases his view upon 
the following: («) The early appearance of the elastic tissue; (6) the close 
relation of the youngest fibres to the cells. 

General Infection by the Diplococcus Intracellularis of Weichselbaum. 
—Gwyn (Phila. Med. Joum ., vol. ii. No. 24) reports a case in which, during 
life, the diplococcus was demonstrated in the cerebro-spinal fluid obtained 
by lumbar puncture, also in thick, yellow, stringy pus obtained from the 
knee-joint, and finally in the circulating blood. At the autopsy the micro¬ 
organism could be demonstrated only in cultures from the lesions in the 
meninges. 

IThis is the first case in which this micro-organism has been found in the 
circulating blood, and one of the very few in which it has been found in the 
joints.] 

The Bacteriology of the Simple Posterior Basic Meningitis of Infants._ 

Still {Joum. of Bad. and Path., vol. v. No. 2) states the results of bacterio¬ 
logical examinations in eight cases of the above disease. In one case (in the 
healing stage, one hundred and fourth day) cultures were sterile. In the 
other seven he found a flattened diplococcus (in pure culture in six cases) 
corresponding, except in a few minor differences, to the morphological and 
cultural characteristics of the diplococcus intracellularis found in epidemic 
cerebro-Bpinal meningitis. The differences which he found are a great 
vitality, a more abundant growth in broth, and a less certain virulence. 
These differences are so slight, however, that he believes they may be 
accounted for by a natural variation, and considers the organism found by 
him^to be identical with the diplococcus intracellularis of Weichselbaum. 
The cases of simple basic meningitis of children are, therefore, to be re¬ 
garded as sporadic cases of epidemic cerebro-spinal meningitis. Clinical 
observation as well as the gross anatomy and the results of bacteriological 
examinations favor this view. 

In four of the cases there was a periarthritis. A bacteriological examina¬ 
tion was made in one case, and the exudate was found to contain the same 
micro-organism as was found in the meningeal exudate. 
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